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For next edition by Monday 12" Septembermplease.
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The views expresseih this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Club or

Editor.

Cover Photograph Entered into the Norfolk Allsorts Rally ¢ an electric powered

replica Austin 7 Van designed for children.
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Welcome to the Spring edition ¢ and may | start by apologising for it being very
late. My reason is that | put my house on the market, not expecting it to sell
very quickly! How wrong can you be ...... it sold in 4 days leaving me to panic
over findingsomS g KSNBE (2 0dzZ2 HH 52y Qi g2MNEI L
toBury StEdmundsca 2 LQft adaAftt 0SS FNRddzyR (2 L
tfSFrasS a8S Y& aDFNI3IS {FfS¢ LIS fFaGSt

So, to this edition ..... a lovely article on our run to Denver Sluice from Basil

Jagues (and his thoughts and mechanical difficulties on his first time drive in an

l dZAGAYHHOY | RSt AIKG T dz NB LJ2 NIi-les2 y w2 (
VignessY DSNJI f R 2| f1SNDR&a &SIFIN 2F oBtRRAY 33
reports on the Norfolk Allsorts Rally and the 49" National Rally at Beaulieu. If
Fyez2yS gK2 gSyd 2y GKS Of dzo NHzy GKI @
barbeque would like to write a report then | can publish it in the next edition

(please!!).

Pet 88 YI 18 | y2G8 2F GKS RIFIGSa F2NJ yS|
lists in his secretarial that follows and | am sure we can all have a great
anniversary year in 2012!!

Happy Motoring ......Gill Davis



From the Secretaryd 8

It has been a fantastic start to the Austin Seven year with some absolutely

aLX SYRAR S@gSyida 2NHIYAASR a2 FTIFEN®» L |
the AGM to extend my thanks to the committee but this year has been so
AYLINS&aA@S L RRuyftthen andfeeythe nded t@dayya big

thank you for all their hard work so far.

The events have included a joint venture with the Cambridge & District Car

/| fdzo 2y WS5NAROYS A0 5F@8QX | wmeonna ¢SS
incidentally won the raffle which was a huge basket of goodies ¢ well done

mum!) a Road Run and Barbeque organised by Christina & Malcolm Lawrence

and a Road Run to the Denver Sluice and Windmill organised by Fenella and

Robert Leigh. Just thinking about these events makes me want to run outside,

get in my Austin Seven and drive!

As many of you will know, not only is 2012 the Olympic year but it will also be
the 90" Anniversary of the Austin Seven and a whole host of events have been
organised up and down the country to mark the occasion. To help you arrange
your diaries here is a breakdown of the prominent events that may interest
you:

{1 April 1° "Austins to Brighton" (Austin 7 Owners Club)

T April 7-11" JOGLE (750MC/Austin 7 Clubs Assoc)

f May 12 - 27", EuroTour 2012 "Alpine Amble"(750MC)

1 July 20 - 23" 90th Rally at Warwick (Austin 7 Clubs Assoc)

The club committee would like to organise a special celebration of our own in

2012, not necessarily a huge event but something exciting and different for as

many club members as possible to enjoy so, if you have any ideas of a fitting

I OGAGAGREY GKSYy LX SIFaS R2y QG KSaAadlas
memberandg SQf f 4SS AT ¢S OFy Gdz2NYy @&2dzNJ AR

Many of you will already be aware of the Federation of British Historic
+SKAOf S&aQ &adz2NBSe o6dzi Ay OFasS é&2dz KI @S
to participate. The findings will be used by the Federation to lobby politicians
and government officials to ensure we all continue to have the right to use our
historic vehicles on the road. The more people that fill in the survey the more
accurate the result will be. The simplest way to complete it is to go to
www.fbhvc.co.uk and click on the link to the survey. The link will only remain
open until the end of July, so don't delay. If you prefer to complete a paper
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http://www.fbhvc.co.uk/

guestionnaire all you need to do is send a C5 stamped addressed envelope to
FBHVC, Kernshill, Shute Street, Stogumber, Taunton, TA4 3TU.

| look forward to seeing you all at club night or a club event soon

Paul

Denver Sluice ..... and beyond!

By Basil Jagues

When asked to write a short piece for the Newsletter by Gill, | agreed with

some doubts! The request and trip represented so many firsts for me |

. wondered how to get

% your interest. Virging

. was the first heading that

&8 came to mind, but that is

B a very feminine word, so |

#= looked in the Thesaurus

= for a male equivalent. No
such word. VIRGIN n.

bachelor, celibate,
damsel, girl, maid,
@ maiden, spinster, vestal,
| virgo intacta! | hardly

| | think so. However just
- above virgin was VIRAGO
and just below VIRILE so | think | will let you take your pick.

The journey started with the meet just north of Streatham on the A10. | hadn't
KS I NR U 6tthé bitis@sdrdn fonely splendour watching several Austin 7's
driving past with often a cheery wave. Only when Paul turned into the lay-by
and told me to follow did | get to the right spot. Good start with 9 A7's of
various sorts and one splendid open tourer Riley in the lead we set off through
Ely and onto the fen roads. | was very thankful to be in the middle of the
column. As a beginner | had no idea how well Bolly would travel. The road was
often switchback and rather soft steering sent me all over the road and once
dangerously close to a cyclist. At Denver Sluice we were met by one of the Lock
Keepers who gave freely of his time to talk about the purpose and work they
undertake. | was taken by the fact that quantities of water from



Cambridgeshire are shipped via 100"
pipes and small rivers to Colchester and
Chelmsford for drinking water in those
drier parts.

Homewards in the afternoon it was very
comforting to have Paul lead and have
John Martin in his maroon red Ruby
following. Bolly wasn't going too well - g
very little power on any incline and a
desire to stall at any spot where we had
to stop. However, home we got.

’ - -
7 A" ]

The next day talking the journey over with
a friend he suggested that | should do a §
compression test and lent me a tester. All g8
the plugs out and two tests done. Results "

as follows: Cylinder 1: 4 Bar dry and 4 Bar [
oiled. Cylinder 2: 4 Bar dry and 4.5 Bar
oiled. Cylinder 3: Close to the 'a' in Bar dry and close to the 'r' in Bar oiled.
Cylinder 4: Close to the 'B" in Bar dry and no better oiled. From this it was clear
why there was so little power under load. The head had to come off. The sight
of the valves and their seats was not nice. All the valves showed wear, poor
seating and in the case of exhaust valve on Cylinder 4 almost a ‘D' shape rather
than a nice round. Three of the exhaust valve seats were badly pitted and the
valves moved around in the valve guides rather more than they should.

Could I regrind in situ and where would | get the tool from? Lapping the valves
would definitely not do the job required. The pitting was far too deep.

A further problem | saw was two gouges down the sides of pots 2 and 3. They
looked as though they were made by the gudgeon pin in each instance. The
pistons were +.040¢ size so there may be the possibility of re-cutting the
cylinders and increasing piston size. But it is quite possible that the depth of
the gouge is too great for re-cutting. Strangely the compression in Cylinder 2
with the worst gouge showed the best compression. No one advised that
regrinding the valve seats could be done in situ so the block had to come off so
| could get them professionally done with new valves, new valve guides and
new springs.

| am sure all you skilled codgers know exactly how to remove the rear block
holding down nut - but | didn't! Take the engine out was the advice from



someone who helped. No way Hosez - there must be a way. Call Tony Leslie of
Holmeside Sevens - not easy he said, but if you take a cranked 1/4™ W spanner
cut off 1/3rd off it, grind the material from around the ring, there is a point
where you can just get it over the nut and one face at a time it will undo that
pesky nut. Yes, yes, yes, yes it worked!

| can@describe the pleasure it gave me to confound my helper when | rang him
and said the nut was off. 'You should patent the spanner”, he said! | had not
told him about Tony!

The block is off and today | am going to take it to Burwell to have it
professionally ground, new valves and springs fitted, and new valve sleeves
pressed in

OK you roadsters just wait till the next outing- eat my dust!!! Virago, Virgin or

Virile® T

The author at Denver Mill

Denver Mill




Norfolk Allsorts Rally
by Gill Davis

Sunday 5™ June started bright and sunny ¢ a good omen for the Allsorts Rally,
held once again at the Watermill in Pakenham. With my trusty co-driver (Janet
Edroff) safely ensconced in the passenger seat, we set off bright & early for
, ' Pakenham having double-checked
'. the wheel nuts on Amelia. Some of
you will remember that | did the
same journey last year and arrived
& with one front wheel just clinging on
. to the hub by one nut only!! (That
® R2SayQi O2dzyi GKS 2y
steering wheell). L RARY QU gl Yy
repeat the debacle so | have learnt
y my lesson well and now double check
them when | am doing a long(ish)
' journey after having the wheels off
the car.

The rally entry included (well ¢ for an
extra couple of pounds!) a guided
tour of the mill ...... a fascinating
place to visit. It is an 18" century
watermill ¢ the last working one in
Suffolk and now owned by the Suffolk Building Preservation Trust. Here, for
almost a thousand years, millers have been using the simple technology of
water power to turn the 16 foot iron water wheel to drive the millstones to
produce stone-ground wholemeal flour from locally-grown wheat.

The rally was held in the field
alongside the mill pond and had
25 entries. The classes include ¢ #
Fa ¢Sttt a ! dzai
& Specials ¢ classes for any pre-
war Austin as well as non-Austin
Classics produced up to 1959 and
from 1960 onward. Of special
interest to me was the van you
see on the front cover ¢ a % size
replica  Chummy van with an




electric motor drive built by the owner, Ron Feakes, in 2010 for his
granddaughter. A lovely example of how to keep the famlly mterested in
attending rallies!! It was also | : “

nice to meet up again with other
l dzaGAYy FTNRASYRA
although most entrants came
from Norfolk, Essex, Suffolk and
Cambridgeshire ¢ Geoff Cox
made the journey from deepest
Kent ¢ | wonder if he had to
bring his passport?

0«



CHANTELOUPLESVIGNES June 18/19h 2011

by Fenella Leigh

. 2dz Y@ KIFEZS NBIFIR w20SNIQa FNLAOES |
clever juggling of flexible ferry crossings with or without trailer, we had

anticipated the possibility of returning to the UK with some mending to do.

From the previous article you may be aware the Special had only suffered on

the tyre front, so we were in fact able to leave it in our French garage,

returning for our next Continental foray a few weeks later. On our return, the

Austin had to be moved out of the garage to leave space for the modern ¢ and

much to my surprise started on the first press of the button.

Il FGSNI 6SQR aLISyd || RIFe 2y 5L, O060KS K2
2dzNJ aD ¢! FNASYRa (GdzNYySR dzLJ F2NJ | y A3
Their car had let them down last year on their first visit, blowing its head
gasketonthe NP dzi S FNRBY (KS NidefufetoQRantebupN@&E i R ¢
they were hoping to ascend the hill at Chanteloup this year without mishap.
The Friday saw us setting off in a leisurely manner south-west towards Lyons-
la-Forét, with not too much rain to dampen our spirits ¢ their MG, after all, has
a hood, unlike our Special ¢ we were helmet-and-goggle-attired before long,
but remained quite cheerful. | have to admit how pleasant it was to have
companions en
route C we
normally bash on
somewhat, but felt
coffee at St Riquier g
(15 kilometres) amp
and lunch at our :
usual Neufchatel- £

en-Bray (90
kilometres) were
perfectly

acceptable on this
occasion!

Our hosts at the
hotel in Lyons-la-Forét, the base for the beginning of the weekend, announced
that we would be dining with a full hotel of British participants as well as a
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contingent of Triumph TRs who had entered too late for hotel rooms and were

staying in a gite nearby! We therefore rushed into the town for our now-

traditional bevy or two at a local cafe, and returned to share an excellent

dinner with 30+ others, where we amazed our hostess by all getting on very

well despite her seating us all next to strangers A KS QR G K2dzZaKid (GKS
restrained!

Saturday morning saw many other participants arriving, mostly French,

AyOft dzZRAY3 tFOGNRO] 5StF3S KAYASE TS 3TN
think, in a rather amazing Hispano-{ dzA T I A LISOA | f @ ¢tKS Y2N
activities commenced ¢ a drive through the village to the gathering place at the

church, a rush up the hill (which this year was actually closed to opposing

traffic!), repeated till rained off (deluged off, rather!) ¢ so an early
adjournmenttothe A Yy R Q Krlef tficSadeiddt market hall! ....followed

by an even longer than usual lunch back at the hotel before setting off on the

run towards Chanteloup, a distance of about 75 kilometres.

The attractive (and not too wet) route followed the Seine inland towards Paris,
YR FSFEGAdZINBR YlIye FlLYAfAIFIN aSevibks2yas
runs, also experienced in journeys with the Maisons-Laffitte twinners of the
Newmarket
= and District Car
Club. But my
treasured
memory will be
of dicing with
the  Hispano
~ Suiza, driven by
~ the very French
moustachioed
Gilles, the
organizer; he
could do the
flat bits, but we
took him on
the hills!  We
were beside him at one set of traffic lights when he leaned over us and said
G, 2dzNJ OF NJ A4 OSNE avkf 2dN) OKING A &t S ND;
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Arriving at the hotel, little time for relaxation ¢ on to the buffet where even

more participants joined us in a marquee at an outdoor venue on the Seine
closebyatTrielcA G RARY QG | OlGdzrftfe NIYAYyS>S odzi ¢
us all to dance to the live music!

Sunday morning saw us with about 50 cars all parked in the church car park at
the bottom of the hill in Chanteloup; there were fewer cars and indeed motor
bikes than in previous years and many more post-War classic vehicles. But the
widespread pleasure in the exuberant runs up the hill, through the crowds at
the front doors of their houses behind the convincingly safe (?) bales of straw
gl a AY y2 o1& RAYAYAAKSRO® 2 A-Overof2 Y S N,
the Moroccan restaurant for lunch, and two after, there was the usual begging
for lifts up the hill in desirable vehicles, the waving of the appropriate national
flag at the Départ the cheering and applause on arrival at the top ¢ even for
the Autobianchi! My request to travel in a rare convertible Citroén DS was so
successful both Robert and | were instead treated to a personalized drive
through the local area!

,2dQf f 0SS LXSFaSR G2 NBIFIR GKFG GKS abD
were so chuffed to have arrived after the Saturday afternoon run to
Chanteloup, they were looking forward to at least ONE climb of the hill; Neil
apparently (according to Narelle) pushed rather hard on his 3 ascents of the

hill. 'We set off to travel together back to Pas de Calais together the next

morning, and our route started by going up the hill. We became worried that

the MG was not in sight behind us at the top, so we turned round and found

that it had overheated again. But subsequently all went well, we had lunch at

a familiar restaurant just south of Abbeville, and went our separate ways, we

to cut the grass again, they to a well-deserved hotel treat in Montreuil.

Will we go again ¢ the mixture of cars was certainly different from previous
years, but the lack of pre-war could well be explained by the coincidence of
other events in the UK and on the Continent. And we have made so many
322R FTNASYRAH L adzaquioid (KSNBQa 2yt e

12



The Year of Weddings
by Gerald Walker

An Austin Twenty Landaulet is a very good wedding car, but ours has only
occasionally been used for this purpose, for friends and family. However,
2010 was rather special as both our children got married and wanted the car
for their weddings.

First came Frances, who was to marry Troy in May. Sue and | had been talking
about getting wheel discs for the car for many years, and this was the spur to
do it. Getting the discs made was the easy part, it was making up the fittings
and getting everything painted and plated that took time, so they were only
just ready in time. We believe they make the car look much more elegant and,
of course, cleaning becomes so much easier. There really is nothing worse
than trying to make wire wheels look presentable.

The wedding took place in our local church in Cottenham, so all | had to do was
drive the bride from our house to the Church (just over a mile) and bring the
bride and groom back for the reception. The only disappointment was that it
was a cloudy, showery day so we could not have the roof open.

We had barely got over the excitement when James announced his
engagement to Mary, and then they decided they would get married near
Christmas. Obviously it would be cold, but the Austin is quite snug, with good
draught-proofing on the doors and a well-fitting, lined hood. The only weak
spot was the windscreen, which seems to have no provision for any rubber
seals and certainly produces some draughts, as well as leaks when it is raining.
Some stick-on rubber strip sorted this out and our thoughts turn to ways of
providing some heat. What resulted was a hole in the passenger footboard, to
which | fitted a hit-and-miss ventilator - actually a round scuttle ventilator from
a Mulliner body.

This wedding was once again at Cottenham Church but | had to go to
Waterbeach (about 5 miles away) to pick up the bride and bridesmaid. On the
way there | was pleased to find that some warm air was wafting into the
cockpit from the new "heater"” - although it was probably more psychological
than physical warmth. It was a bitterly cold day and the Church heating had
gone on the blink. Most of the congregation disappeared to the reception
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after the ceremony, but the photographer kept the bride and groom for
photos in the churchyard. By the time he finished they were very cold and
darkness was falling. We had packed a duvet in the car which James and Mary
were pleased to wrap around themselves to try and get warm. This time the
reception was on the other side of Cambridge and the town would be full of
Christmas shoppers, so we took the Al4 and M11 to circle round. The
headlights left a bit to be desired, but at least the car has indicators, which are
really essential on these busy main roads.

We arrived safely at Anstey Hall, which is a very attractive house - all the more
so as there was a blazing log fire in the entrance hall. The reception was very
enjoyable and sometime after midnight | left for the journey home, this time
taking the almost deserted, but well-lit streets of Cambridge. The car ran very
nicely and certainly attracted a lot of attention on both days. It made a change
to drive at night, but | must try and sort out the headlights before | do it again -
it mostly seems to be a question of focus. It also made a change to drive in the
winter, but this was not too bad. | think with the division closed the driving
compartment might get tolerably warm.

On the whole however winter weddings do not seem to have much to
recommend them.
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49t Beaulieu Rally.
by Gill Davis

The week end of the 49 Rally at Beaulieu was very eventfu for more

OAAOI 1T O OEAT 11 0Oi Al AA 4EA POAOGEI 00 xA
and whilst most people were looking forward to a rain and wind free event

(having almost lost my tent the previous year in the wind!!) think we were

all hoping that z as campersz we would not have such high temperatures

for the rally.

Quite a few of our club membersvere in attendancez some camping or
staying in the area for the whole weekend, others just popping down for
the day. Almcst the entire Lawrence family were in attendance as well as
the complete Martin family, Tony & Iris Silvey, Robert & Fenella Leigh,
Hugh Barnes, Kate & Peter HennlelBasil Jaques and Tony Dron to mention
a few (and if | have missed you out then | am vergorry!!). It was nice to
spend some part of the weekend catching up with old friendg some of
whom you only manage to see at the rally the rest being those who you
bump into with amazing regularity at Austin events throughout the year.

The Saturday nght barbeque was up to its usual standard, with the
OAT OAOOGAET T AT 06 AAET
Nick Salmon and our own,
inimitable Hugh Barnes. | always
come away with the mental note to
learn the words of the songs
before next year (never quite
manage it, though!)as it gets very
difficult to read the words by
candle light after the addition of a

glass or three of wine!

Sunday morning dawned brightly
....... until Robert, who had been
unwell through the night, was
whisked off to Southampton
General A& by Fenella. The rest of
the day seemed to pass in a blur (as usual). | seemed to be rushing about
from pillar to post trying to get everything done and seen that was on my
Ol EOO 1 A& pd6Eich &b thatll nedrlly tissed the driving tests. |
just got there in time to do the individual test then found myself in a team
with Nick Salmon and his girlfriend Sally for the team test. Sadly to report
as | was the only Cambridge member to enter the driving testz | won
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absolutely nothing (damn and doubé damn!!). The individual test was won

by Mike Griffiths (who also set the course)and the team event by the
Brooklands Centre. As many of you know the layout of the test is different
every year and usually marks some highpoint of the rally or an Austin
landmark. This year the route was based on 7 x 7 (guess what ...... that
equals 49!") and involved
a lot of reversing z thank | g
goodness | had at leasti ? ==
I TA xET C I EOFS .1
cars had a distinct °P ﬂ" _, '
advantage! =

The day was interrupted
by further news of
2 1 A A OQ@anditon 7
finally it being announced
that he was to be admitted %
for a few days. May | say=« -«

OEAO OEA OIA .

Beaulieu came up trumps

and allowed Fenella to park her Austin, onts trailer, in the Museum

complex, thus saving her the problem of fiding somewhere to leave it

whilst she stayed with friends in the area. The good news also is that

Robert was allowed homelater in the week but he will need some more
treatment and is reasonably fit and well!!

3Th TTx xA 1TT1TTE A& OxAwdwibde the Z0eRallyUAA OB
and promises to be something special!

Found in the Club Archives!

Differences between riding a bike and driving an Austin 7
No-one points at you driving a bike

No-one laughs at you riding a bike

It's warmer riding a bike

It's quicker riding a bike

You can't get mistaken for an exchange student in an Austin 7
It's easier to change gear on a bike

You can't chain an Austin 7 to a lamp post

One goes to rallies, the other is a Raleigh

There's more leg room on a bike
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On-Line Austin Seven Club

Invites you to:

Walk of Stars, Birmingham

Midland Motoring, Past and Present
Sunday 14 August 2011

Racing Driver Nigel Mansell is being inducted into The Walk of Stars, Broad
Street, Birmingham.

Come in your Midlands made classic/vintage car and join in this unique
event.

The road will be closed for motoring displays.
No formalities, no admission fee, just turn up, arrive at 10.00am — 11.00am.
To ensure that there will be adequate parking, please advise:

Event Organiser, Tim Griffiths tim@timgriffiths.com tel: 0121 244 6178
or

Alan Billington billington.alan@g_ooglemail.com tel: 0121 308 4336

For further information on Broad Street, visit:

http://www.broadstreetbirmingham.com/
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Help wanted - Garage Sale!!

"AAAOOA T £ T U EITETAT O I-OEDRABMATIAL
and its contents, this is anrOPEN INVITATIONto all club members to
come and help me sort it all out and to walk away with that elusive
spare partor tool you thoughtUT O A E A1 8 OrealisficAek). Thed
CAOACA xEI 1 WohdaistBdglsdto FuOday 7t August
from 10am until 8pm z unlimited cups of tea, coffee and the occasioné
beer or wine, plus biscuits, nibbles and other delights.
#1 1 A A1 A ORRAAdAe ¢ Aist g to let me know when!
Gill Davis, Gintys, Carlton Green, Newmarket CB8 9LE.
Tel 01223 290740

T e e e e e R T T e R T e R T T e e T T e e T T e e R T T T R T T T R T T T R T T T T TR T R TR e Y

P O U

r

Photographic Competition 2011

FrFrrr

¢CKS GAGES T2NJ GKAES @Sy NIKEs uSLaBme EBFEiprtiion B
open to all club members and the photographs must be taken between September 1%
2010 and August 31° 2011. Entries to be submitted to any committee member by Friday
September 16™ 2011 and the winner will be announced at the AGM.

Entries are limited to two photographs per member and must not have been published
anywhere else.

Goodluck¢l YR f SiQa KIF@S a2YS NBIFffe

P P P
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The 750 Motor Club is promoting, on behalf of the Austin 7 Clubs
Association, a demonstration run of pre-war Austin Sevens and other
pre-g I NJ ! dzZ2A2dAya FNRY W2KYy hQDNP
between Saturday April 7" and Wednesday 11" April in celebration of
the 90™ Anniversary of the Austin Seven.

If you would like details of the event and an entry form please
contact:-

DAff 51 @Aas DAydGeQas /I NIE2yYy DNB

@phone: 01223 290740 Email: camionette@hotmail.co.uk /
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Calendar of Events.

Wednesday % August

Punting on the River Cam. Please contact Paul Lawrence if you are intending to
come so we can book sufficient punts.

August 28/29". Fenland Country Show.

Further details will be circulated closer to the event.

Sunday 18 September.The Annual Treasure Hunt ......... & Car of the Year

The Treasure Huntwil SY R 4 ¢2ye@ 3 LNAEAQ K2YS F2N
the Year. Please try to support the Club for both of these annual events.

Further details to follow.

Wednesday 8 October. AGM......... to start at 8pm.

Wednesday2™ November Table Top Rally.

Wednesday ¥ December It is hoped to have an evening of Club films.

January 2012 Christmas Dinner. Watch this space for further details.

YR R2y Qi F2NHBSO ¢S o XWednedddaydi A y dzS
every month at the Plough &leece in Horningsea.

Other local/National events of interest to members.

Sun Aug 14" Woburn Rally

Mon Aug 29" Knebworth Rally

Sat/Sun 10/11" Beaulieu International www.beaulieu.co.uk
Sept Autojumble

Sat/Sun 17/18" 25" Anniversary Contact Janet Edroff
Sept [ Q! Y6t S RQ! dzi 01438023779
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