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Meetings held on the first Wednesday of each month at the Plough & Fleece, 

in Horningsea - unless otherwise stated on the calendar of events. 

 

President    Mary Walker, 15, Uphall Road, Cambridge 
Tel: 01223 241206    e-mail: marywalker157@btinternet.com 
 

Vice Presidents   Gerald Walker  e-mail: gwalker6@toucansurf.com  
Robert Leigh     e-mail: lordshipvilla@hotmail.co.uk  
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Tel: 01223 290740     e-mail: camionette@hotmail.co.uk  
 

Treasurer    Fenella Leigh, 196 High Street, Cottenham, Cambridge CB24 8RX 
Tel: 01954 251698     e-mail: fenellaq@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Minute Secretary Iris Silvey, White Cross Farm, White Cross Rd, Wilburton, Ely, 
Cambs CB6 3QB 
Tel: 01353 649397    e-mail: a-silvey@sky.com 
 

Committee  
Member 

Christina Lawrence, 76, Doddington Rd, Wimblington, Cambs  
PE15 0RD 
Tel: 01354 742307  e-mail: malcolm.lawrence1@virgin.net 
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Contributions For next edition by Monday 12th September please. 
 

Website www.ca7vcc.co.uk 
 

The views expressed in this Newsletter are not necessarily those of the Club or 
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Cover Photograph Entered into the Norfolk Allsorts Rally ς an electric powered 
replica Austin 7 Van designed for children. 
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CAMBRIDGE AUSTIN SEVEN &VINTAGE CAR CLUB 

NEWSLETTER ɀ Summer  2011  

 

#ÏÎÔÅÎÔÓȣȢȢ 

&ÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ %ÄÉÔÏÒȣȣ 

Welcome to the Spring edition ς and may I start by apologising for it being very 
late. My reason is that I put my house on the market, not expecting it to sell 
very quickly! How wrong can you be ...... it sold in 4 days leaving me to panic 
over finding somŜǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ōǳȅΗΗ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅΣ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻƻ ŦŀǊ ŀǿŀȅ ς just 
to Bury St Edmunds ς ǎƻ LΩƭƭ ǎǘƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ǇŜǎǘŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ƻǊ ǘǿƻΗ 
tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜŜ Ƴȅ άDŀǊŀƎŜ {ŀƭŜέ ǇƭŜŀ ƭŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΗ 

So, to this edition ..... a lovely article on our run to Denver Sluice from Basil 
Jaques (and his thoughts and mechanical difficulties on his first time drive in an 
!ǳǎǘƛƴΗΗύΥ ŀ ŘŜƭƛƎƘǘŦǳƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴ wƻōŜǊǘ ϧ CŜƴŜƭƭŀΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ /ƘŀƴǘŜƭƻǳǇ-les-
VignesΥ DŜǊŀƭŘ ²ŀƭƪŜǊΩǎ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ !ǳǎǘƛƴ нл ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ with 
reports on the Norfolk Allsorts Rally and the 49th National Rally at Beaulieu. If 
ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƭǳō Ǌǳƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴŘŜŘ ŀǘ aŀƭŎƻƳ ϧ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛƴŀΩǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
barbeque would like to write a report then I can publish it in the next edition 
(please!!). 

PleŀǎŜ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƴƻǘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ tŀǳƭ 
lists in his secretarial that follows and I am sure we can all have a great 
anniversary year in 2012!! 

Happy Motoring ......Gill Davis 

 

Denver Sluice - and beyond 5 49th Beaulieu Rally 15 

Norfolk Allsorts Rally 8 Found in the Archives 16 

Chanteloup-les-Vignes 10 Online A7 Club Invitation 17 

Year of Weddings 12 Garage Sale/Photo Comp/Joggle 18 
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From the SecretaryȣȢ 

It has been a fantastic start to the Austin Seven year with some absolutely 
ǎǇƭŜƴŘƛŘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜŘ ǎƻ ŦŀǊΦ L ƪƴƻǿ LΩƳ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǿŀƛǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ 
the AGM to extend my thanks to the committee but this year has been so 
ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ L Ŏŀƴ ǿait until then and feel the need to say a big 
thank you for all their hard work so far.  

The events have included a joint venture with the Cambridge & District Car 
/ƭǳō ƻƴ Ψ5ǊƛǾŜ ƛǘ 5ŀȅΩΣ ŀ мфплǎ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ŀǘ !ƭŘǊŜǘƘ όǿƘŜǊŜ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ 
incidentally won the raffle which was a huge basket of goodies ς well done 
mum!) a Road Run and Barbeque organised by Christina & Malcolm Lawrence 
and a Road Run to the Denver Sluice and Windmill organised by Fenella and 
Robert Leigh. Just thinking about these events makes me want to run outside, 
get in my Austin Seven and drive! 

As many of you will know,  not only is 2012 the Olympic year but it will also be 
the 90th Anniversary of the Austin Seven and a whole host of events have been 
organised up and down the country to mark the occasion. To help you arrange 
your diaries here is a breakdown of the prominent events that may interest 
you: 

¶ April 1st "Austins to Brighton" (Austin 7 Owners Club) 

¶ April 7-11th  JOGLE (750MC/Austin 7 Clubs Assoc)    

¶ May 12 - 27th, EuroTour 2012 "Alpine Amble"(750MC) 

¶ July 20 - 23rd  90th Rally at Warwick (Austin 7 Clubs Assoc) 

The club committee would like to organise a special celebration of our own in 
2012, not necessarily a huge event but something exciting and different for as 
many club members as possible to enjoy so, if you have any ideas of a fitting 
ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ 
member and ǿŜΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǘǳǊƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƛŘŜŀ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƛǘȅΦ 

Many of you will already be aware of the Federation of British Historic 
±ŜƘƛŎƭŜǎΩ ǎǳǊǾŜȅ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ŎŀǎŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ ƛǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ L ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ 
to participate. The findings will be used by the Federation to lobby politicians 
and government officials to ensure we all continue to have the right to use our 
historic vehicles on the road. The more people that fill in the survey the more 
accurate the result will be. The simplest way to complete it is to go to 
www.fbhvc.co.uk and click on the link to the survey. The link will only remain 
open until the end of July, so don't delay. If you prefer to complete a paper 

http://www.fbhvc.co.uk/
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questionnaire all you need to do is send a C5 stamped addressed envelope to 
FBHVC, Kernshill, Shute Street, Stogumber, Taunton, TA4 3TU.  

I look forward to seeing you all at club night or a club event soon 

Paul 

 

Denver Sluice ..... and beyond! 

By Basil Jaques 

When asked to write a short piece for the Newsletter by Gill, I agreed with 
some doubts! The request and trip represented so many firsts for me I 

wondered how to get 
your interest. άVirginέ 
was the first heading that 
came to mind, but that is 
a very feminine word, so I 
looked in the Thesaurus 
for a male equivalent. No 
such word. VIRGIN n. 
bachelor, celibate, 
damsel, girl, maid, 
maiden, spinster, vestal, 
virgo intacta! I hardly 
think so. However just 
above virgin was VIRAGO 

and just below VIRILE - so I think I will let you take your pick. 

The journey started with the meet just north of Streatham on the A10. I hadn't 
ƘŜŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ άƧǳǎǘ ƴorthέ bit so sat in lonely splendour watching several Austin 7's 
driving past with often a cheery wave. Only when Paul turned into the lay-by 
and told me to follow did I get to the right spot. Good start with 9 A7's of 
various sorts and one splendid open tourer Riley in the lead we set off through 
Ely and onto the fen roads. I was very thankful to be in the middle of the 
column.  As a beginner I had no idea how well Bolly would travel. The road was 
often switchback and rather soft steering sent me all over the road and once 
dangerously close to a cyclist. At Denver Sluice we were met by one of the Lock 
Keepers who gave freely of his time to talk about the purpose and work they 
undertake. I was taken by the fact that quantities of water from 
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Cambridgeshire are shipped via 100" 
pipes and small rivers to Colchester and 
Chelmsford for drinking water in those 
drier parts. 

Homewards in the afternoon it was very 
comforting to have Paul lead and have 
John Martin in his maroon red Ruby 
following. Bolly wasn't going too well - 
very little power on any incline and a 
desire to stall at any spot where we had 
to stop. However, home we got.  

The next day talking the journey over with 
a friend he suggested that I should do a 
compression test and lent me a tester. All 
the plugs out and two tests done. Results 
as follows: Cylinder 1: 4 Bar dry and 4 Bar 
oiled. Cylinder 2: 4 Bar dry and 4.5 Bar 
oiled. Cylinder 3: Close to the 'a' in Bar dry and close to the 'r' in Bar oiled. 
Cylinder 4: Close to the 'B' in Bar dry and no better oiled. From this it was clear 
why there was so little power under load. The head had to come off. The sight 
of the valves and their seats was not nice. All the valves showed wear, poor 
seating and in the case of exhaust valve on Cylinder 4 almost a 'D' shape rather 
than a nice round. Three of the exhaust valve seats were badly pitted and the 
valves moved around in the valve guides rather more than they should. 

Could I regrind in situ and where would I get the tool from? Lapping the valves 
would definitely not do the job required. The pitting was far too deep.  

A further problem I saw was two gouges down the sides of pots 2 and 3. They 
looked as though they were made by the gudgeon pin in each instance. The 
pistons were +.040έ size so there may be the possibility of re-cutting the 
cylinders and increasing piston size. But it is quite possible that the depth of 
the gouge is too great for re-cutting. Strangely the compression in Cylinder 2 
with the worst gouge showed the best compression. No one advised that 
regrinding the valve seats could be done in situ so the block had to come off so 
I could get them professionally done with new valves, new valve guides and 
new springs.  

I am sure all you skilled codgers know exactly how to remove the rear block 
holding down nut - but I didn't! Take the engine out was the advice from 
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someone who helped. No way Hosez - there must be a way. Call Tony Leslie of 
Holmeside Sevens - not easy he said, but if you take a cranked 1/4" W spanner 
cut off 1/3rd off it, grind the material from around the ring, there is a point 
where you can just get it over the nut and one face at a time it will undo that 
pesky nut. Yes, yes, yes, yes it worked! 

I canΩt describe the pleasure it gave me to confound my helper when I rang him 
and said the nut was off. 'You should patent the spanner", he said! I had not 
told him about Tony! 

The block is off and today I am going to take it to Burwell to have it 
professionally ground, new valves and springs fitted, and new valve sleeves 
pressed in 

OK you roadsters just wait till the next outing- eat my dust!!! Virago, Virgin or 
Virile? 

 

 

The author at Denver Mill 

 

Denver Mill 
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Norfolk Allsorts Rally  

by Gill Davis 

Sunday 5th June started bright and sunny ς a good omen for the Allsorts Rally, 
held once again at the Watermill in Pakenham. With my trusty co-driver (Janet 
Edroff) safely ensconced in the passenger seat, we set off bright & early for 

Pakenham having double-checked 
the wheel nuts on Amelia. Some of 
you will remember that I did the 
same journey last year and arrived 
with one front wheel just clinging on 
to the hub by one nut only!! (That 
ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
steering wheel!). L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
repeat the debacle so I have learnt 
my lesson well and now double check 
them when I am doing a long(ish) 
journey after having the wheels off 
the car. 

The rally entry included (well ς for an 
extra couple of pounds!) a guided 
tour of the mill ...... a fascinating 
place to visit. It is an 18th century 
watermill ς the last working one in 

Suffolk and now owned by the Suffolk Building Preservation Trust. Here, for 
almost a thousand years, millers have been using the simple technology of 
water power to turn the 16 foot iron water wheel to drive the millstones to 
produce stone-ground wholemeal flour from locally-grown wheat. 

The rally was held in the field 
alongside the mill pond and had 
25 entries. The classes include ς 
ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ !ǳǎǘƛƴ тΩǎΣ !ǳǎǘƛƴ {ǇƻǊǘǎ 
& Specials ς classes for any pre-
war Austin as well as non-Austin 
Classics produced up to 1959 and 
from 1960 onward. Of special 
interest to me was the van you 
see on the front cover ς a ¾ size 
replica Chummy van with an 
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electric motor drive built by the owner, Ron Feakes, in 2010 for his 
granddaughter. A lovely example of how to keep the family interested in 
attending rallies!! It was also 
nice to meet up again with other 
!ǳǎǘƛƴ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ άƴŀǘǘŜǊέΣ ŀƴŘ 
although most entrants came 
from Norfolk, Essex, Suffolk and 
Cambridgeshire ς Geoff Cox 
made the journey from deepest 
Kent ς I wonder if he had to 
bring his passport? 
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CHANTELOUP-LES-VIGNES June 18/19th 2011  

by Fenella Leigh 

¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜŀŘ wƻōŜǊǘΩǎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŀōƻǳǘ aƻƴǘƭƘŝǊȅ ƛƴ ƭŀǎǘ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊΤ ōȅ 
clever juggling of flexible ferry crossings with or without trailer, we had 
anticipated the possibility of returning to the UK with some mending to do.  
From the previous article you may be aware the Special had only suffered on 
the tyre front, so we were in fact able to leave it in our French garage, 
returning for our next Continental foray a few weeks later.  On our return, the 
Austin had to be moved out of the garage to leave space for the modern ς and 
much to my surprise started on the first press of the button. 
 
!ŦǘŜǊ ǿŜΩŘ ǎǇŜƴǘ ŀ Řŀȅ ƻƴ 5L¸ όǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜ ƛǎ ŀ ōƛǘ ƻŦ ŀ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΗύ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎΣ 
ƻǳǊ aD ¢! ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ ǎǘŀȅ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǿŜ ǎŜǘ ƻŦŦ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ  
Their car had let them down last year on their first visit, blowing its head 
gasket on the ǊƻǳǘŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊŀƭƭȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Řŀȅ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ the Eure to Chanteloup, so 
they were hoping to ascend the hill at Chanteloup this year without mishap.  
The Friday saw us setting off in a leisurely manner south-west towards Lyons-
la-Forêt, with not too much rain to dampen our spirits ς their MG, after all, has 
a hood, unlike our Special ς we were helmet-and-goggle-attired before long, 
but remained quite cheerful.   I have to admit how pleasant it was to have 
companions en 
route ς we 
normally bash on 
somewhat, but felt 
coffee at St Riquier 
(15 kilometres) 
and lunch at our 
usual Neufchatel-
en-Bray (90 
kilometres) were 
perfectly 
acceptable on this 
occasion! 
 
Our hosts at the 
hotel in Lyons-la-Forêt, the base for the beginning of the weekend, announced 
that we would be dining with a full hotel of British participants as well as a 
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contingent of Triumph TRs who had entered too late for hotel rooms and were 
staying in a gite nearby!  We therefore rushed into the town for our now-
traditional bevy or two at a local cafe, and returned to share an excellent 
dinner with 30+ others, where we amazed our hostess by all getting on very 
well despite her seating us all next to strangers ς ǎƘŜΩŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ŀǊŜ 
restrained! 
 
Saturday morning saw many other participants arriving, mostly French, 
ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ tŀǘǊƛŎƪ 5ŜƭŀƎŜ ƘƛƳǎŜƭŦΣ ƎǊŀƴŘǎƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊΣ ǿŜ 
think, in a rather amazing Hispano-{ǳƛȊŀ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎΩǎ ǳǎǳŀƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀƭ 
activities commenced ς a drive through the village to the gathering place at the 
church, a rush up the hill (which this year was actually closed to opposing 
traffic!), repeated till rained off (deluged off, rather!) ς so an early 
adjournment to the Ǿƛƴ ŘΩƘƻƴƴŜǳǊ  under the ancient market hall! ....followed 
by an even longer than usual lunch back at the hotel before setting off on the 
run towards Chanteloup, a distance of about 75 kilometres. 
 
The attractive (and not too wet) route followed the Seine inland towards Paris, 
ŀƴŘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ aƻƴŜǘΩǎ DƛǾŜǊƴȅΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǊevious 
runs, also experienced in journeys with the Maisons-Laffitte twinners of the 

Newmarket 
and District Car 
Club.  But my 

treasured 
memory will be 
of dicing with 
the Hispano 
Suiza, driven by 
the very French 

moustachioed 
Gilles, the 
organizer; he 
could do the 
flat bits, but we 
took him on 
the hills!  We 

were beside him at one set of traffic lights when he leaned over us and said 
ά¸ƻǳǊ ŎŀǊ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƳŀƭƭέΤ ǿƘŀǘ ŜƭǎŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ ǎŀȅ ς ά¸ƻǳǊ ŎŀǊ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƭŀǊƎŜέΗ 
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Arriving at the hotel, little time for relaxation ς on to the buffet where even 
more participants joined us in a marquee at an outdoor venue on the Seine 
close by at Triel ς ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǊŀƛƴΣ ōǳǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǘŜƳǇǘ 
us all to dance to the live music! 
 
Sunday morning saw us with about 50 cars all parked in the church car park at 
the bottom of the hill in Chanteloup; there were fewer cars and indeed motor 
bikes than in previous years and many more post-War classic vehicles.  But the 
widespread pleasure in the exuberant runs up the hill, through the crowds at 
the front doors of their houses behind the convincingly safe (?) bales of straw 
ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ƴƻ ǿŀȅ ŘƛƳƛƴƛǎƘŜŘΦ  ²ƛǘƘ ƻƴŜ Ǌǳƴ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƻǊǎΩ ǘŀƪŜ-over of 
the Moroccan restaurant for lunch, and two after, there was the usual begging 
for lifts up the hill in desirable vehicles, the waving of the appropriate national 
flag at the Départ, the cheering and applause on arrival at the top ς even for 
the Autobianchi!  My request to travel in a rare convertible Citroën DS was so 
successful both Robert and I were instead treated to a personalized drive 
through the local area!   
 
¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ōŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ aD ƘŀŘ ǎǘƻƻŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛǎΤ bŜƛƭ ŀƴŘ bŀǊŜƭƭŜ 
were so chuffed to have arrived after the Saturday afternoon run to 
Chanteloup, they were looking forward to at least ONE climb of the hill; Neil 
apparently (according to Narelle) pushed rather hard on his 3 ascents of the 
hill.  We set off to travel together back to Pas de Calais together the next 
morning, and our route started by going up the hill.  We became worried that 
the MG was not in sight behind us at the top, so we turned round and found 
that it had overheated again.  But subsequently all went well, we had lunch at 
a familiar restaurant just south of Abbeville, and went our separate ways, we 
to cut the grass again, they to a well-deserved hotel treat in Montreuil.   
 
Will we go again ς the mixture of cars was certainly different from previous 
years, but the lack of pre-war could well be explained by the coincidence of 
other events in the UK and on the Continent.  And we have made so many 
ƎƻƻŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΗ  L ǎǳǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ς YES! 
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The Year of Weddings 

by Gerald Walker  

 

An Austin Twenty Landaulet is a very good wedding car, but ours has only 
occasionally been used for this purpose, for friends and family.   However, 
2010 was rather special as both our children got married and wanted the car 
for their weddings. 
 
First came Frances, who was to marry Troy in May.  Sue and I had been talking 
about getting wheel discs for the car for many years, and this was the spur to 
do it.  Getting the discs made was the easy part, it was making up the fittings 
and getting everything painted and plated that took time, so they were only 
just ready in time.  We believe they make the car look much more elegant and, 
of course, cleaning becomes so much easier.  There really is nothing worse 
than trying to make wire wheels look presentable. 
 
The wedding took place in our local church in Cottenham, so all I had to do was 
drive the bride from our house to the Church (just over a mile) and bring the 
bride and groom back for the reception.  The only disappointment was that it 
was a cloudy, showery day so we could not have the roof open. 
 
We had barely got over the excitement when James announced his 
engagement to Mary, and then they decided they would get married near 
Christmas.  Obviously it would be cold, but the Austin is quite snug, with good 
draught-proofing on the doors and a well-fitting, lined hood.  The only weak 
spot was the windscreen, which seems to have no provision for any rubber 
seals and certainly produces some draughts, as well as leaks when it is raining.  
Some stick-on rubber strip sorted this out and our thoughts turn to ways of 
providing some heat.   What resulted was a hole in the passenger footboard, to 
which I fitted a hit-and-miss ventilator - actually a round scuttle ventilator from 
a Mulliner body. 
 
This wedding was once again at Cottenham Church but I had to go to 
Waterbeach (about 5 miles away) to pick up the bride and bridesmaid.  On the 
way there I was pleased to find that some warm air was wafting into the 
cockpit from the new "heater" - although it was probably more psychological 
than physical warmth.  It was a bitterly cold day and the Church heating had 
gone on the blink.  Most of the congregation disappeared to the reception 
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after the ceremony, but the photographer kept the bride and groom for 
photos in the churchyard.  By the time he finished they were very cold and 
darkness was falling.  We had packed a duvet in the car which James and Mary 
were pleased to wrap around themselves to try and get warm.  This time the 
reception was on the other side of Cambridge and the town would be full of 
Christmas shoppers, so we took the A14 and M11 to circle round.  The 
headlights left a bit to be desired, but at least the car has indicators, which are 
really essential on these busy main roads. 
 
We arrived safely at Anstey Hall, which is a very attractive house - all the more 
so as there was a blazing log fire in the entrance hall.  The reception was very 
enjoyable and sometime after midnight I left for the journey home, this time 
taking the almost deserted, but well-lit streets of Cambridge.   The car ran very 
nicely and certainly attracted a lot of attention on both days.  It made a change 
to drive at night, but I must try and sort out the headlights before I do it again - 
it mostly seems to be a question of focus.  It also made a change to drive in the 
winter, but this was not too bad.  I think with the division closed the driving 
compartment might get tolerably warm. 
 
On the whole however winter weddings do not seem to have much to 
recommend them. 
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49 th Beaulieu Rally.  

by Gill Davis  

The week end of the 49th Rally at Beaulieu was very eventful ɀ for more 
ÒÅÁÓÏÎÓ ÔÈÁÎ ÎÏÒÍÁÌȦȦ 4ÈÅ ÐÒÅÖÉÏÕÓ ×ÅÅËÅÎÄȭÓ ×ÅÁÔÈÅÒ ÈÁÄ ÂÅÅÎ ÖÅÒÙ ÈÏÔ 
and whilst most people were looking forward to a rain and wind free event 
(having almost lost my tent the previous year in the wind!!) I think we were 
all hoping that ɀ as campers ɀ we would not have such high temperatures 
for the rally.  

Quite a few of our club members were in attendance ɀ some camping or 
staying in the area for the whole weekend, others just popping down for 
the day. Almost the entire Lawrence family were in attendance as well as 
the complete Martin family, Tony & Iris Silvey, Robert & Fenella Leigh, 
Hugh Barnes, Kate & Peter Hennell, Basil Jaques and Tony Dron to mention 
a few (and if I have missed you out then I am very sorry!!) .  It was nice to 
spend some part of the weekend catching up with old friends ɀ some of 
whom you only manage to see at the rally ɀ the rest being those who you 
bump into with amazing regularity at Austin events throughout the year. 

The Saturday night barbeque was up to its usual standard, with the 
ȰÅÎÔÅÒÔÁÉÎÍÅÎÔȱ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÄ ÂÙ 
Nick Salmon and our own, 
inimitable Hugh Barnes. I always 
come away with the mental note to 
learn the words of the songs 
before next year (never quite 
manage it, though!) as it gets very 
difficult to  read the words by 
candle light after the addition of a 
glass or three of wine! 

Sunday morning dawned brightly 
....... until Robert, who had been 
unwell through the night, was 
whisked off to Southampton 
General A&E by Fenella. The rest of 

the day seemed to pass in a blur (as usual). I seemed to be rushing about 
from pillar to post trying to get everything done and seen that was on my 
ȰÌÉÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÎÇÓ ÔÏ ÄÏȱ ɀ so much so that I nearly missed the driving tests. I 
just got there in time to do the individual test then found myself in a team 
with Nick Salmon and his girlfriend Sally for the team test. Sadly to report ɀ 
as I was the only Cambridge member to enter the driving tests ɀ I won 
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absolutely nothing (damn and double damn!!). The individual test was won 
by Mike Griffiths (who also set the course) and the team event by the 
Brooklands Centre. As many of you know the layout of the test is different 
every year and usually marks some highpoint of the rally or an Austin 
landmark. This year the route was based on 7 x 7 (guess what ...... that 
equals 49!!) and involved 
a lot of reversing ɀ thank 
goodness I had at least 
ÏÎÅ ×ÉÎÇ ÍÉÒÒÏÒ ÁÓ ȰÏÐÅÎȱ 
cars had a distinct 
advantage! 

The day was interrupted 
by further news of 
2ÏÂÅÒÔȭs condition ɀ 
finally it being announced 
that he was to be admitted 
for a few days. May I say 
ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ ȰÍÁÎÁÇÅÍÅÎÔȱ ÁÔ 
Beaulieu came up trumps 
and allowed Fenella to park her Austin, on its trailer, in the Museum 
complex, thus saving her the problem of finding somewhere to leave it 
whilst she stayed with friends in the area. The good news also is that 
Robert was allowed home later in the week but he will need some more 
treatment and is reasonably fit and well!! 

3Ïȟ ÎÏ× ×Å ÌÏÏË ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÎÅØÔ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ ÅÖÅÎÔ Ás that will be the 50th Rally 
and promises to be something special! 

 

Found in the Club Archives!  

Differences between riding a bike and driving an Austin 7  
No-one points at you driving a bike 

No-one laughs at you riding a bike 

It's warmer riding a bike 

It's quicker riding a bike 

You can't get mistaken for an exchange student in an Austin 7 

It's easier to change gear on a bike 

You can't chain an Austin 7 to a lamp post 

One goes to rallies, the other is a Raleigh 

There's more leg room on a bike 
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Photographic Competition 2011  

¢ƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ά{ŜǾŜƴόǘƘύ IŜŀǾŜƴέ. As usual the competition is 

open to all club members and the photographs must be taken between September 1st 

2010 and August 31st 2011. Entries to be submitted to any committee member by Friday 

September 16th 2011 and the winner will be announced at the AGM. 

Entries are limited to two photographs per member and must not have been published 

anywhere else. 

Good Luck ς ŀƴŘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƻŘ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ {ŜǾŜƴǎΗΗ 

JOGLE 2012 

The 750 Motor Club is promoting, on behalf of the Austin 7 Clubs 

Association, a demonstration run of pre-war Austin Sevens and other 

pre-ǿŀǊ !ǳǎǘƛƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ WƻƘƴ hΩDǊƻŀǘǎ ǘƻ [ŀƴŘΩǎ 9ƴŘ ŀǘ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ нлмн 

between Saturday April 7th and Wednesday 11th April in celebration of 

the 90th Anniversary of the Austin Seven. 

If you would like details of the event and an entry form please 

contact:- 

Dƛƭƭ 5ŀǾƛǎΣ DƛƴǘȅΩǎΣ /ŀǊƭǘƻƴ DǊŜŜƴΣ bŜǿƳŀǊƪŜǘΣ {ǳŦŦƻƭƪΣ /.у 9LE  

Telephone: 01223 290740   Email: camionette@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Help wanted - Garage Sale!! 

"ÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÏÆ ÍÙ ÉÍÍÉÎÅÎÔ ÍÏÖÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ȰÄÏ×Î-ÓÉÚÅȱ ÍÙ ÇÁÒÁÇÅ 

and its contents, this is an OPEN INVITATION to all club members  to 

come and help me sort it all out and to walk away with that elusive 

spare part or tool you thought ÙÏÕ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ ÎÅÅÄ ɉÆÏÒ Á realistic fee). The 

ÇÁÒÁÇÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ȰÏÐÅÎȱ ÆÒÏÍ Monday 1 st August to Sunday 7th  August 

from 10am until 8pm  ɀ unlimited cups of tea, coffee and the occasional 

beer or wine, plus biscuits, nibbles and other delights. 

#ÏÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÈÁÖÅ Á ȰÇÒÅÁÓÙȱ time ɀ just ring to let me know when! 

Gill Davis, Gintys, Carlton Green, Newmarket CB8 9LE. 

 Tel 01223 290740 
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Calendar of Events. 
 
 
Wednesday 3rd August 
Punting on the River Cam. Please contact Paul Lawrence if you are intending to 
come so we can book sufficient punts. 
August 28th/29th. Fenland Country Show. 
Further details will be circulated closer to the event. 
 
Sunday 18th September. The Annual Treasure Hunt ......... & Car of the Year 
The Treasure Hunt will ŜƴŘ ŀǘ ¢ƻƴȅ ϧ LǊƛǎΩ ƘƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ōŀǊōŜǉǳŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ŀǊ ƻŦ 
the Year. Please try to support the Club for both of these annual events. 
Further details to follow. 
 
Wednesday 5th October.  AGM ........ to start at 8pm. 
 
Wednesday 2nd November.  Table Top Rally. 
 
Wednesday 7th December.  It is hoped to have an evening of Club films. 
 
January 2012.   Christmas Dinner. Watch this space for further details. 

 
!ƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ мst Wednesday of 
every month at the Plough & Fleece in Horningsea. 
 

Other local/National events of interest to members.  
 
Sun Aug 14th 

 
Woburn Rally  

Mon Aug 29th  
 

Knebworth Rally  

Sat/Sun 10/11th 
Sept 
 

Beaulieu International 
Autojumble 

www.beaulieu.co.uk 

Sat/Sun 17/18th 
Sept 
 

25th Anniversary  
[Ω!ƳōƭŜ ŘΩ!ǳǘƻƳƴŜ 

Contact Janet Edroff 
01438 023779 

 

http://www.beaulieu.co.uk/

